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The IOR Board wishes our members in
Canada, Finland, and USA a

“Merry Christmas and for 2013,
          a Happy New Year!”

In the last (September) issue of the Lead-
ing Star I wrote about Finnish & Swedish
masonry heaters, mentioning that:

• A number of our members have been
inspired by experiencing the beauty,
warmth, efficiency, etc., of Finnish
& Swedish masonry heaters – either
via visits to relatives in Finland or
actually growing up in a home hav-
ing a masonry heater.

• An update to our Runeberg website
is a page dedicated to these heaters
and bake ovens. In addition to heat-
ers and bake ovens information and
web links, the web page includes pic-
tures of our IOR members’ Finnish
masonry and soapstone heaters.

The article suggested that if you have a
Finnish or Swedish masonry heater and/or
oven, we would love to add a picture of it to
our web page’s gallery of masonry heater
pictures.
   I would like to extend that invitation to
other Finnish/Swedish cultural topics –
such as saunas.  Email picture(s) and/or in-
formation of your Finnish/Swedish cultural
topic, and I will add the picture(s) and any

related text to our website,
www.orderofruneberg.org.
My contact information is listed on “About
Us / IOR Board Members” web page of the
website.
   It was suggested and approved during the
last IOR Board teleconference that an addi-
tional line be added to the scholarship ap-
plication form to allow applicants to enter
“Other family information.”  This has been
implemented. The revised form is available
at our website. The form may be filled in elec-
tronically if downloaded from the website to
your computer. The scholarship committee
wants to remind applicants that they should
mail their application and related documents
three (3) weeks in advance of the April 30th

due date, especially if the applicant is out-
side of Canada. There have been many in-
stances of late applications due to the mail
delays frequently encountered in postal ser-
vices processing between USA and Canada.
   In my previous communications, I’ve men-
tioned that we all need to address our de-
clining membership. The need is demon-
strated by the recent letters received from
Crescent City and Norwood Lodges inform-

ing us that they are disbanding due to
health and age. I believe:

• Putting in a strong and concerted
effort to attract new members is
required to increase lodges’ mem-
bership.

• As mentioned in September’s
Leading Star, examples of strong
and concerted efforts to attract
new members were implemented
with very good results by Veli
Niinimaa with a Finnish organiza-
tion in the Calgary area. The meth-
ods used included: (a) direct con-
tact – calling people, (b) strong
programs that attracted member-
ship, (c) emphasis on programs to
attract younger members, (d) fo-
cus on future activities, rather than
past activities, (e) Finnish films, (e)
dinners, (f) newsletters, and (g) an
active rolling calendar.

      As in previous communications, I’d like
to again remind you:
   If your lodge would like information
posted on your lodge’s web page (every
lodge has a page), email or call me with
the information you’d like posted (such as
meetings schedule, meetings locations,
special activities, etc.).  For members of
Lodge #101 (Seattle, WA) and Lodge #124
(Vancouver, BC) you should send your lodge
information directly to Nils Holm for Lodge
#101, or Shea Teixeira for Lodge #124.

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year,

                                                     Stew Lyons
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Scholarship Alert

The International Order of Runeberg awards schol-
arships to deserving students. PLEASE allow enough
time for your application to be received by April 30,
2013. In the past we have had to return applications
because they were received after the deadline. (One
was sent priority post and still took 2 1/2 weeks
from Seattle to Vancouver, B.C.)

If you applied for a scholarship in the past and did
not receive the award, you could reapply if you are
still attending a post-secondary school.

You will find information about the application form
and rules in this paper.

TO BE RECEIVED BY APRIL 30, 2013

Lorene Mara
Scholarship Chairman
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Genealogy Corner

June Pelo, A Dedicated Genealogist

T 
he following is based on my father’s

stories from my childhood. I am
approaching my 80th year. I was
born in 1877, and much has fallen
into oblivion. I cannot remember

some dates but do know that my father,
who was a farmer, began a country general
store in the 1870s.

My father, Matts Mattsson Heikkilä, is
thought to have been one of the first to start
a country store in this area. He was born 6
May 1839 to a farm family at the Heikkilä
homestead in Korplax village in
Gamlakarleby parish (now Karleby). In his
childhood he attended reading and arith-
metic school in Gamlakarleby where he ac-
quired a proficiency in those subjects. He
also mastered the Finnish language.

Before the Saima Canal opened, farm-
ers and businessmen from inland and from
the areas of Viitasaari and Pihtipudas con-
ducted business in Gamlakarleby which
had the nearest seaport. During the winter
the businessmen traveled along the winter
road that led from Riippa farm in Kelviå
and passed through the Heikkilä farm
where they often rested their horses. The
travelers carried tallow that the Heikkilä
farmers bought from them and molded it
into candles. At that time people in the
country still used torches, while in the cit-
ies they used tallow candles.

My father with his horse traveled
around to Brahestad, Nykarleby,
Jakobstad, and Vasa to sell tallow candles.
During his travels he met a businessman
in Vasa who urged him to open a country
store near his home in a suitable place near
the coast that was near a sea route. The
place he chose was 20 km north of
Gamlakarleby and had a good harbor about
1 km west of the coast.

 He bought a farm cottage, 20 m long and
9 m wide, and moved it to Rytikari and re-
built it. I can remember it because as a child
I visited it many times in the summer. At
the southern end of the building was a large
room with a tiled stove and fireplace. This
was used as a living room. In the middle
was a smaller room with a tiled stove. It was
used as an office and had a desk and an old

Country Store
in

Olden Times
bureau in it. Opposite the office was a hall
used as an entrance to the living room as
well as to the stairway to the attic where a
bedroom was set up. Along the front of the
building was an open veranda that had
steps leading to the living room which was
used as the store. This room was fairly large
and was in the north end of the building.
Lengthwise along the room was a counter
with a drawer. At one end of the counter
was an opening to the front door. On the
counter was a scale with weights as well as
paper bags and wrapping paper. On shelves
behind the counter were coffee, sugar, flour,
grain, raisins, etc. Also, oil lamps,
crockery, cloth aprons and table-
cloths, yarn, and line for fishing
tackle. On the floor were rolls of rope,
axes, products by the village smith,
iron ranges, pitchforks, spades, and
nails.

There was no fireplace in the store
because the business was open all
during the summer and only on Fri-
days in the winter. The windows were
covered with sturdy shutters and
kept closed when the owner was
away or during the winter when he
was at his home in Heikkilä.

My father bought a salt warehouse
from Halkokari in Gamlakarleby and
moved it to Rytikari and erected it
so that one end was on land and the
other end was on poles in the water.
A bridge was built so that small boats
could lay up to the bridge. The warehouse
lower floor was divided into two rooms, one
for salt and the other for flour. There was a
room on the upper floor for other storage.
The salt was sold to fishermen as well as to
farmers. Flour was weighed on the scales
and sold. The wood walls bore evidence of
bullets from the battle of the Crimean War
in June 1854 when the English landing at-
tempt was repelled by the defenders of
Gamlakarleby.

Most of the wares were purchased from
Vasa and then shipped on a ketch which my
father bought from Brahestad. The mer-
chandise was usually paid for with bank
check.  Some examples of wares were salted
fish and petroleum. There were no luxury
items sold. Tar was transported by horse
for tar dealers in Gamlakarleby. The tar
farmers bought flour, salt, and salted fish
that they transported to their homes. Busi-
ness was usually handled by the owner, or
by his wife or oldest daughter when he was
away.  There was no competing business
within 10 km so his business was competi-
tive due to his low transport costs.

Merchandise was wrapped in gray wrap-
ping paper and packed into the client’s

birchbark basket. My father’s business did
not provide clients with vodka or schnapps
because he was not a friend of strong drink.
Service could be provided within 24 hours
if a client requested it. Payment could be
made in cash but also in kind (goods/mer-
chandise) or in a day’s work. Credit lending
was common.

There were no telephones in the country
at that time and none in Gamlakarleby. I
remember one time my father came home
from a trip to Vasa and said he had talked
into an apparatus called a telephone
through which one could hear another per-
son talking. We children were struck with
wonder when he said that.

The railway to Uleåborg opened during
the 1800s and it created a change in travel
to Rytikari. New businesses opened near the
railway station providing new possibilities
to provide merchandise. General stores

along the coast could no longer compete and
had to liquidate. Initial expenditures had
been heavy and trade was moderate. It did
not become a good enterprise.

A contributory factor perhaps was that
my father was a good-hearted man who
trusted his fellowmen and helped those who
were in need. An example of how one can
be taken in by a “friend” happened at the
end of his business career. He bought up
wood in Rytikari one winter and in the
spring the wood was loaded into his boat.
The “friend” and skipper of the boat sailed
to Stockholm where he sold the cargo and
the boat but kept the money for himself. My
father visited him in Brahestad and de-
manded a statement of accounts for the
business but got nothing. Father took the
matter to court but the company accounts
were defective. He could not force his claim
and it was rejected and he had to pay all the
legal expenses. When he liquidated the busi-
ness in 1889, he stood on the verge of ruin.

He returned to farm work and owned his
home until I bought it and took over. Matts
Mattsson Heikkilä died 23 December 1933.

Reinhold Heikkilä, Karleby, 5 Jan 1955
Karlebynejden No. 42, 2011

     English translation by June Pelo

Matts Mattsson Heikkilä
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LODGE NEWS
Lodge #106
Tacoma, Washington

The months of September and October
have come and gone. The last of the fall
leaves bravely hang on the branches up and
down the streets here in our village. Day-
light Saving Time has adjusted our sleep-
ing habits and it’s time to think about
Thanksgiving and Christmas.

At our last Runeberg meeting there
were some 34 of us present. A good turn-
out of both members and some guests. Our
guests were Patty Backman, Shirley
Jenkins (Bill Carlson’s sister), Sandi
Gaffney of Chehalis, WA, in addition An-
drew Carlson of South Bend and Jane Ely,
both members of Tacoma #106 Lodge. We
enjoyed a presentation and showing of the
Swede Finn Historical Society June trip in
Svensk, Finland. Up and down the Swed-
ish-speaking coast of Finland, connecting
with new-found relatives, churches, and
cemeteries. On over to the Åland Islands
and a couple of days in Stockholm. Another
such trip is in the planning in a couple of
years. Contact can be made with SFHS for
more information on that (206) 706-0738.

In September a few Order of Runeberg
members met up at the Agnew home and
had a chance to see some of the pictures
from the Svensk, Finland, trip in June.

Tacoma #106 December meeting will be
held on Thursday, December 6, which is
Finland’s Självständighets Dag” (Finland’s
Independence Day). The time is 11:30 a.m.
We will have our regular potluck—since it’s
time to think about “Lilla Jul” and then
Christmas with all kinds of special types of
foods and breads, baked breads,  cookies
and cakes (“Lilla Jul”=Little Christmas)
…candy, also, if you like.

If you have any special Christmas or-
naments you would like to display and
share with us on your table—perhaps hand-
made wooden Christmas candleholders or
unusual Scandinavian or European Christ-
mas ornaments—would also be wonderful
and pretty.

Then just a reminder about our yearly
dues: They are still only $18.00 per per-
son. Monica will be happy to accept either
cash or check. Several members paid their

dues early, and that really helps as dues
need to be in by January.

Also, in our last issue of the Leading
Star our member Lena Erickson-Holman
wrote a very nice article when her relatives
were here this past May. She included a
picture of father and son, who were from
Sweden and Nykarleby, Finland. Perhaps
someone else might have an interesting
article for the Leading Star.

So, in closing, the IOR members here
in Tacoma-Olympia #106 would like to
wish all of you—near and far away:

“God Jul och Ett Gott Nytt År!”
“Merry Christmas & Happy New Year”

Marita Agnew, president
                    Carolyn Nelson, vice president

Monica Mason, secretary
John Sandstrom, treasurer

P.S. “Thank you” so very much to
Dale and Mary Lou Hjort for all the work
they put in getting the Leading Star set up
and printed.

              Tacoma #106 Members

Lena Erickson and David O’fferall, June 2012 picnic at Carolyn Nelson’s

At Midsummer time 2012 we crowned our “Midsummer Girls”
at Carolyn Nelson’s beautiful lake home. They were Eileen Scott
and Suzanne Edwards.

Carolyn Nelson, Rhea and Gilbert Linden at Jim and Marita’s in
Olympia at the September meeting

The host and hostess, Jim and Marita Agnew, and Brian Magnusson from
Sweden, member of Tacoma Lodge #106, at the September meeting
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LODGE NEWS
Lodge #124
Vancouver, B.C.
Canada

Yes, here we are looking
ahead to 2013 and it seems just
yesterday that we were
welcoming in the New Year of
2012! What happens to us as we
age—instead of waltzing through
life, we begin to do the two-step
or the polka!

Lodge #124 sailed along
from start to finish. While some
lodges are sadly facing the need
to disband, we were able to wel-
come 3 new members, bringing
our membership total to 61. This
comes at a time when sadly, or-
ganizations of all types seem to
be decreasing in membership.
Happily, we in Vancouver are ex-
panding. The increase is young
and old—junior and adult alike.
Perhaps the reason for our
growth comes down to fellow-
ship and good food! Yes, any
event usually encompasses food!
Our regular meetings always in-
clude coffee, sandwiches, and
sometimes birthday cake—when
special birthdays are recognized.
Other events such as luncheons
and our annual picnic always
include refreshments!

Our regular meetings are
lively and spirited. Our presi-
dent always interjects the busi-
ness of the day with humourous
stories and funny jokes that keep
us all laughing. Our members
always enjoy connecting with
friends that they might not oth-
erwise see. So good company,
good food, and good humour
seem to bring favourable results!
We also have long distant mem-
bers who occasionally are able to
attend meetings. They are al-
ways made to feel welcome.
Many participants are second-
and third-generation members
of the Order of Runeberg. Folks
who have joined having heritage
connections feel a need to con-
nect with their past.

We also have the advantage
of a beautiful gathering place—
the Scandinavian Community
Centre. We have our own private
room to conduct business in
with kitchen facilities and com-
fortable chairs and tables. When
hosting a larger event we have a
lounge and bar area as well as a
larger hall to hold banquets and
such. In the summer we have
access to the outdoor beer gar-
den which is pleasant when the
weather is hot. Parking is ideal
as it is free and there is lots of
room for everyone. These facili-
ties are not rent-free but we are

fortunate to use our meeting
room rent-free as we are mem-
bers of the Centre through Fin-
land House and Sweden House.

Another plus—we have a
Lodge paper, which comes out
about 4 times a year. The “O.R.
Topics” brings us all up to date
with current and future hap-
penings within our Lodge. This
is edited by one of our younger
members who cannot attend
daytime meetings but contrib-
utes in this manner. He hand-
ily puts it on the computer and
generates photos and stories
that come out looking very pro-
fessional. A trip to the printer—
and a group willing to do the
mail-out—and we are in busi-
ness! Understandably, many of
our younger members cannot
attend during the weekday but
are willing to help with other
things when the need arises.

We are a vibrant Lodge,
which looks forward to hosting
the 2014 International
Convention. I hope all
members will be planning to
attend. Vancouver is a
wonderful city and building the
Convention into a vacation
destination will be a
worthwhile event! We will be
finalizing our date shortly so
that you will have plenty of time
to prepare!
VANCOUVER
LODGE #124
WELCOMES YOU!
                        Submitted by
                       Annabelle Kergan

Alfie Warne sorting and preparing for our
Lodge #124 newspaper the “OR Topics”

Eric Mara, Nils Holm and Annabelle Kergan with (back row) Lorene
Mara and Thor-Erik Rosback sharing the day with one another at the
annual summer picnic Scandinavian Community Centre beer garden.

Janet Duxbury, Alfie Warne, Nora Roufosse and Lawrence Roufosse
enjoying Lodge #124 summer picnic in the beer garden.

President Lorene Mara with husband Eric Mara in serious
conversation with Ulla Nelson at the annual general
meeting of the Swedish Finn Historical Society in Seattle,
Washington, spring 2012.

Thor-Erik and Ethel Rosback spending time with good friend
Anni Osterback while waiting for the delicious smorgasbord
served up at the annual general meeting of the Swedish Finn
Historical Society in Seattle, Washington.
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Lodge #105
Butte, Montana

It is with sorrow that we report the
passing of our Sister

Lois E. Williams
She was a member of the Order of

Runeberg #105 for 15 years. She died July
8, 2012, in Copper Ridge Nursing Home
from heart failure.

She was born September 3, 1931, in
Butte to Ralph H. and Estelle (McDonald)
Richards.

She loved her children very much. She
loved dancing, taking rides, bowling, and
playing Yahtzee with her sisters.

Lois was preceded in death by her hus-
band of more than 40 years, Jack, and her
parents.

Survivors include her children, Nancy
(Kurt) Amelsburg, Butte; Sue (Jim)
Malcom, Vancouver, WA; Dan (Sue) Will-
iams, Sand Point, AL; Sandra Joyce Moore,
Renton, WA; Mike “Stubby” (Jody) Will-
iams, East Helena, MT; Teri K. Williams,
Butte, MT; Randy “Edgar” (Lynnette) Wil-
liams, Butte, MT; grandchildren, Cheryl
(Aaron) Grund, Jeff (Heather) Amelsburg,
Michelle D. Yates, Kirk (Sarah) Malcom,
Jennifer (Cory) Kirk, Aaron Williams, Kim
(Derek) Gilbert, Jen Williams, Bryce
Rogers, Zander Emery, Nicole Baker, Kayla
Gleason, Ashley Williams, and Alexis Wil-
liams; 14 great-grandchildren; numerous
nieces and nephews; sisters, LaVerne One
and Judith Ploium; and brother, Jerry
(Terry) Guthrie.

Cremation took place under the direc-
tion of Wayrynen-Richards Funeral Home
of Butte. Graveside committal took place
in Mount Moriah Cemetery in Butte. Me-
morial donations can be made in Lois’
name to the American Heart Association,
PO Box 742030, Los Angeles, CA 90074-
2030 or to a charity of the donor’s choice.

Resolution Committee
Pat McCabe

Lodge #126
Coos Bay, Oregon

It is with deepest sorrow that we
report the passing of our Lodge sister

Harriet E. Rempelos
who passed away on September 12, 2012.
A memorial service to celebrate her life was
held at Shoreline Community Church.

Harriet was born March 9, 1923, in
Valley City, ND. She was the daughter of
Harold and Sena (Velure) Nelson. She
graduated from high school and business
school in Tacoma, Washington.

On September 7, 1946, she married
George Rempelos. They moved to North
Bend, Oregon, and they were married for
62 years. They lived for many years on a
dairy farm where they raised their family.
Harriet cooked for all who helped. She also
was a bookkeeper for various businesses.
Harriet was a member of the Shoreline
Community Church, North Bayside
Grange, Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxil-
iary, and was a 60-year-member of the card
club. She enjoyed square dancing, round
dancing, and Greek Pic Nics.

Harriet was an active member of our
lodge since 1949. She was our financial sec-
retary for a number of years up to the time
of her passing. She was always willing to
help. She enjoyed bowling and traveling to
the tournaments. She loved dancing as
George was her partner. She was a joy to
all.

Harriet is survived by her children,
Robert and wife Treece Rempelos of Coos
Bay; Mary and husband Frank Whiting of
North Bend; and her grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.
   The members of Lodge #126 extend their
deepest sympathy to her family. Harriet
will be greatly missed.
                                   Resolution Committee

Uschi Langley
Gary Robinson
Clara Robinson

Lodge #130
New Westminster, B.C.,
Canada

It is with sadness we report the loss of
our Lodge brother,

   Walter Gunnar Carlson
who passed away on August 23, 2012.

Walter was born on November 4, 1923,
in New Westminster, B.C., to Gabriel and
Selma Carlson. They were immigrants from
Korsnäs, Finland, and had settled in Port

Lodge #101
Seattle, Washington

It is with deep sorrow that we report the
loss of

   Mildred Evie Sandstrom
who passed away on October 30, 2012.

She was born on February 9, 1914, in the
‘Ballard’ area of Seattle. Mildred was
married to Lloyd W. Sandstrom and was a
member of the Retail Clerks Union, retiring
in 1979.

She was initiated into the lodge on June
13, 1957. Mildred was also member of the
Frihet Lodge and the Swedish Club.

She willed her body to U of W Biological
Research. She also, leaves behind her son
Michael and daughter-in-law Lauriel,
great-grandchildren, sister Gladys, and
many nieces and nephews.
                                   Resolution Committee

Lodge #101
Seattle, Washington

It is with deep sorrow that we report the
passing of our Lodge sister and President

Bonnie June Olson
She passed away suddenly on September

26, 2012. Bonnie was born on June 13, 1931,
in the ‘Ballard ‘ area of Seattle; and coming
from a fisherman family, she spent some
summers up in Alaska.

She retired from Siemens Medical after
a long career.

Bonnie joined the Lodge on February 22,
1970, and was our president for the last 15+
years, keeping our local lodge going. She
was also a founding member of the Swedish
Finn Historical Society (SFHS) and a
lifetime member of St. John’s Lutheran
Church.

Bonnie lost her son ‘Jeff ‘ about one year
ago and her husband ‘Brad‘ in March. She
leaves behind her son ‘Marc‘ and his family
and daughter ‘Sandy‘ and her family.

Graveside services were held on October
5, 2012.
                                   Resolution Committee

Coquitlam, B.C., where Walter lived most
of his life.

Walter was a dedicated member of our
lodge for 32 years and 28 of those years
served as our lodge treasurer.

He is survived by his brother, Nils, and
sister-in-law, Evelyn; his nephews, Lars,
Tim, and James; and their families.

Walter will be missed and remembered
by members, family, and friends as a gen-
erous and unassuming fellow man.
                                  Resolution Committee
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SSSSSadly, a small bit of our history
quietly slipped away on
August 23, 2012, with the
passing of long-time Port
Coquitlam resident Walter
Carlson. You may recall

Walter’s story in a Tri-City News article
from February 2008 during Heritage of
Business Week that described his hard
work and dedication in owning and oper-
ating Medo-Land Farm Dairy from 1946
until 1967, literally starting from scratch
with his brother Nils and partner Andy
Erskine. The dairy was located at 2353 Pitt
River Road, just west of the Shell Gas Sta-
tion on the corner of Shaughnessy Street.
Only a vacant lot marks the location of the
once-thriving business; it was torn down
in 1969. Many young men and women from
PoCo got their start working there at vari-
ous times over the years, including Bill
Marshall, Bob and Doug Rooney, Morley

The Passing Of A Friend
“A life has ended, with the passing of a friend,
the memories of times, have come to an end”
                                              poet Abby Willowroot

 Selma, Gabriel and young Walter Carlson in the 1920s

Walter Carlson and artifacts from
Medo-Land in 2008

Deans, Bryan Wingrove, Gordon Routley,
and Lona Orr, just to name a few.

It was hard work pasteurizing and bot-
tling the milk and making deliveries to their
growing list of customers; although hard
work and tough times were nothing new to
Walter and Nils. The Carlson family previ-
ously had a dairy farm on 40 acres leased
from the Canadian Pacific Railway around
Coast Meridian Road and what’s now the
Lougheed Highway in the 1920s and  ’30s.
Their father Gabriel died suddenly in 1935,
and Walter eventually had to quit school at
age 16 in 1939 in order to take over the farm
and milk deliveries. Reminiscent of the
postman’s motto, “Neither rain, nor snow,
nor sleet, nor hail”: none of these elements
kept Walter from delivering to his custom-
ers during those difficult years. You can also
add “typhoon” to the list after Hurricane
Freda in 1962 made getting around town a
bit tricky, with all the fallen trees and power
lines!

I met Walter late in his life, in 2006,
when I first began my interest in Port
Coquitlam’s history and heritage. He would
come to the Heritage Display Centre on
Mary Hill Road every week, usually bring-
ing us some zucchini or tomatoes fresh from
his garden. We would often spend an after-
noon just talking about the old days. His
recollections and stories will be something
I will dearly miss. This humble man’s life
ended just the way he had lived it: with
honour and quiet dignity. As the past gen-
erations slowly grow old and fade away
through the passing of time, we lose a bit of
our history each and every day.

“I miss my friend, but they will always
be near, inside of me, inside you, and all
who took time to hear, the music of this life
so dear, a life now silent, living only in the
memory of those who survive.”
Goodbye, old friend.

Bryan Ness
Port Coquitlam Heritage Society

This picture taken in front of the stone obser-
vation tower on the peak of mountain at
“Sleeping Giant State Park”
Front row, L-R: Jason, Jamie, Aaron & Noora
Garnett, Tuulla Berke
Rear row: Roy Kosonen, Lise Rondum, TBD,
Stew Lyons, Inke Sunila, Kaarina Lyons,
Robert Berke, Riitta Salzberg

Conversation with dinner
L-R:  Dottie Bjork, Mari, Kaarina Lyons,
Doug Davie (in background), Lise Rondum
(partially hidden), Roy Kosonen, Tuula &
Robert Berke

Lodge #205
New Haven, CT
     Lodge #205 “Fall Hike” meeting took
place October 13th.  Doug Davie & Liisa
Lindholm hosted the hike, pot luck dinner
meeting.
       The events started with Lodge mem-
bers again this year hiking to the top of
Connecticut’s Sleeping Giant State Park,
and then climbing to the top level of the
park’s stone observation tower.  A 1  1/2
mile scenic trail leads to the stone obser-
vation tower on the peak of Mt. Carmel
which provides an excellent view of Long
Island Sound and the New Haven area.
   Following the hike, the Lodge members
enjoyed a late afternoon pot luck dinner at
the home of Doug Davie & Liisa Lindholm.
A short business meeting followed, and the
meeting concluded with coffee, dessert and
more conversation.
                               Submitted by Stew Lyons
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The International Order of Runeberg (lOR) has three (3) schol-
arships, each in the amount of $500.00, available annually to
ALL members of lOR pursuing education at an institution of higher
learning or a vocational school or for further studies towards an
advanced degree.

The scholarship is open not only to high school graduates but
to adults and college students who meet the eligibility require-
ments.

Scholarship application must be received by
April 30 of the current year.

The eligibility rules are:
1. All members of the lOR are eligible to apply.
2. Applicant must be a current member in good standing
(dues paid) of the lOR and have been a member for at least
one year prior to application. Verification of membership must be
submitted by the Financial Secretary of the applicant’s lodge.
3. An applicant may win a scholarship every two years (not
consecutive years) for a maximum of three scholarships.

4. Impartial judges will be chosen by the Supreme Board each
year.
5. Application must be typed or neatly written.
6. Letter of recommendation (optional) may be included from a
teacher, employer, or community service supervisor.
7. Application must be accompanied with a copy of the
applicant’s transcript, if applicable.
8. On a separate single page, write a statement telling why you
should be awarded this scholarship (must be typewritten).
9. Send completed application along with verification of member-
ship, any letters of recommendation and transcript
(if applicable) to:

2012 INTERNATIONAL ORDER OF RUNEBERG
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION RULES

The application form is available on line at www.orderofruneberg.org
or by writing to the editors at the address on page 2.

Lorene Mara
2nd Vice President,
Scholarship Chairman
2021 Palliser Avenue
Coquitlam, B.C. V3K 1W8
Canada

Scholarship Donation Report
The International Order of Runeberg Scholarship Fund receives donations from lodges as well as individuals.

 A generous donation was received since the last report:
In Memory of Curtis Balduf, Walpole, MA, Norwood Lodge #211 $100.00

 Thank you for contributing to the Scholarship Fund. We appreciate your support.
Scholarships help students further their education. Please make your checks out to the
International Order of Runeberg Scholarship Fund and send them to:

Janet Anderson, Financial Secretary
6094 Myrtle Ave.
Eureka, CA 95503

Scholarship applications MUST be received by April 30, 2013.
Lorene Mara

                                                                                                                                 Scholarship Chairman

Highlights – International Order of Runeberg –
Supreme Board Conference Call —

Via Skype October 14, 2012
Call to Order 4:30 p.m. PDT

Attendance:
Present: Stew Lyons, Nils Holm, Lorene Mara, Janet

Anderson, Gary Robinson, Ed Brannfors, Dale Hjort
Absent: Annabelle Kergan
Treasurer’s Report:

Checking account Balance (9/30/12) was
$6467.33. UBS resource Management Account: Money
Market balance: $3812.93. CD’s $60,021.80 – pur-
chased with different dates of maturity. Balance in the
checking account as of the meeting was $6017.33.
Correspondence:

Crescent City and Norwood Lodges have both sub-
mitted letters to inform that they are disbanding due to
health and age.
Reports:

Leading Star Report: cost of Leading Star per issue
is approximately $1,300.00 per issue. Discussion re-
garding a change of format that would be more eco-
nomical will be investigated.

Website use has once again been going up. Good
videos seem to increase usage.

Donations to the Scholarship Fund have been nil
since February. A change in the application form will
include “other family” as father and mother seem to be
too limiting. Due date will remain as April 30 with re-
minders to mail early!
Old Business:

Constitution and Bylaws continue to be processed.
Security members will be contacted regarding re-

newal of dues at $15.00 per year.
Discussion continues regarding membership growth.

New Business:
An addition to our website was recommended re-

garding seven or so, 7-to-8-minute videos on Finns in
America. These could be put on our website for all to
view.

Call to Adjourn at 5:30 p.m. PDT.
The next conference call via Skype is scheduled for

February 17, 2013, at 4:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Annabelle Kergan

Visit our
website:

www.orderofruneberg.org

We wish everyone
 a very

MMMMMeeeeerrrrrrrrrr y Cy Cy Cy Cy Chrhrhrhrhristististististmasmasmasmasmas
and a most

Happy and Joyous  New Year

   Merry
Christmas
           from

Season’sSeason’sSeason’sSeason’sSeason’s
greetings to all remaininggreetings to all remaininggreetings to all remaininggreetings to all remaininggreetings to all remaining

Runebergers.Runebergers.Runebergers.Runebergers.Runebergers.
I’m still around and expect to be aroundI’m still around and expect to be aroundI’m still around and expect to be aroundI’m still around and expect to be aroundI’m still around and expect to be around

for a few more Christmas seasons.for a few more Christmas seasons.for a few more Christmas seasons.for a few more Christmas seasons.for a few more Christmas seasons.
   God Jul och Gott Nytt År

   Alfred Nelson
   King City, Oregon

from Monica Mason

Tacoma
Lodge #106

From
Dale and
Mary Lou Hjort


